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F ounding of the Colony Out of Which America Has Grown. w75

r
“The Anglo-Saxon eamel got his nose into the American tent
sat Jamestown on the 15th day of May, 1607," as [ heard Senator

Danlel express It some vears ago.  The camel wis two centuries
getting the whole tent to himself. 1lis final success was bul the
eulmination of the entrance of his nose when the Engllsh adven-
turers founded their town on the James and established in the
New World the first permanent gettlement of people of their race.

1t is small wonder that the tercentennial of the founding of the
gettlement of Jamestown should be made'the occasion of a cele-
bration, fn which the States and the Federal government—the
nation, if you please—have united to show 1o the world the
progress, the mighty growth, the dazzling wealth, the irresistible
power of America. There is not in all our history as o people &
dale so appropriate for such a celebration, and it is te be doubted
whalher in the history of the race of English-speaking people
there is an event of such far-reaching consequence as the founding
of the colony at Jumestown. “The annlversary of the battle of
Hastings, when Norman power overthrew Saxon Havold, and
guperimposed o Itomance civilization upon' the struciure reared
by our Teutonic forefathers; the granting'of Magna Charin; the
accegsion of the Lord Frotector: ithe dethronement of Jumes;
1tho enpetment of the reform bill, and. initiation of the policy
of o responsible ministry—all these are dates chorished by Eng-
lishmen and their descendants on this side the -Atlantie, Jurt as
we cherish the date of ouwr Declaration of Independence] of its
final achiovement at Yorkiown, of the adoption of our Federal
Constliution, and & dozen others marked in letters of red in our
national ealendar,

But had the Norman never set foot an English soil, Jamestown
awould have been founded, prabably ab an earller date than, 1607,
for the restless, roving Saxon was ever sceking o new field of
adventure and endenvor,  The principles guaranteed by Magna
Charta were demonded at an early day by the colonista at Jnmes-

town, but these hnrdy ploneers from the first went much further |

fhan the barvons, and demanded and enforéed rights and npplied
principles of free government unhenrd, of In all the world untll
Jamestown was tounded. And socit was that when Thomas Jef-
ferson sut him down to weite the lmmortal declaration of prin-
ciples he only had {o put into conerete torm a statement of
innliennhle rlghts recngnized by the Great Charter, as amended
by Englishmon and Anglo-Americans in' the Colony of Virginia,

PERIOD, O STIRRING INCIDENTS,

There is no perlod In history so jutevesting to:the Amevican
pe that beginning a few years prior to the settlement of James-
town, and ending a half-century afterwards, It is one go filled
with stirring incident that it enthralls by means at the world-old
love of tales of adyenture by sen and by land, and it ls because
of this primal love of storjes of dangors encountered and obsiaelos
overcoms, ol courago in the .foce of disnster, of reckless bouls
with death, of steady advancoment Ju'the necomplishment of o

| fixed purpose, that it has become so familiar to all Americans,

ulthough' the story of Plymouth TRock, instead of Jameslown,
for‘a long fime elaimed greater space in American histories.

i I eannot hope 1o tell anything new in this story, nor to do
more than set down salient facts of the old story, But it is o
good time for all Virginians and all Americans to refresh the
mind with the outlines of the genesis of Virginia, which is the
genesls of America.

Had Vasco da Gamu disecovered the Cape of Good Hope before
Columbus found this western continent, the voyvage of the latier
to the west in search of a route to India which would enable
navigators to avold the pirates of the Mediterranean and north-
west coast of Afriea, would have been long delayed. Columbus
bliged the way, but the English wera quick (o tnke adyantage
of his discoveries, nnd five years afterwards the Cabots were flylog
the English flag off Newfoundland and the coast of Labrador,
and in later vovages they came down as far as the coast of Vir-
ginin, somo historians claim as far as Florida. The Spanish, the
French and the Portuguese were equally eager in seizing upon
the discovery of America and sending lovrth expeditions of dis-
covery. The FFrench made abortive attempts at founding o colony
in Capnada and New England long before’Jamoestown was founded,
and the Spaniards founded St, Augustine foely-nine years prior
to the landing of John Smith upon the site of the Orst permanent
Euoglish selilement on the new continent.  Martin Frobisher, Siv
Humphrey Gilbert, and other hardy spivits, under the flag of
England, made expeditions to Northern Ameriea, all of
looking for gold, some of them earrying back to England bright
bits of pebble, whose gleam they thought that of the precious
metal.  Sie Walter Raleigh actually set up a colony at Ocrucoke
Inlot, North Carolna, in 1584-'5; bul the colonists paid too much
uitention to gold-seeking and.not enough to ealtivating the land,
und when Bir Francis Drake sapeared off the coast with a
siuadron of Wnglish vessels, on his way home from an expedition
agalnst the Spanish'in southern waters, they wore only too glad
to got aboard and go back home, Hut it was while following o
band of Indians, leading them to the northward, In 1584, that
the colonislg discovered Chesapeake Hay,

_ COLONY THAT DISAPPEARED.
In 1587 Halelgh founded his colony on Roanoke Island,
the North Caroling coast, ''he colouy seenied Lo be thriving wion

there was not a 'Llrace 'of the colony to be found, and lts mysle-
rlons 'disappenrance has never been explained, and has furnlshed
the basla of many pocme and storles of Netlon.

Raleigh was not daunted by the failuve of his Roanoke vin-
tnre.. It was i good tlme to find adventurers willing to go iy
wewsworld and Tound o state,
of James, conlrastad with the wacllke spicvil of Elizaboth, s
| mot plepsing Lo the martlal, ¢characters who Lad found cousto)it

them |

Ralelgh left it, but on the return of the vessel, o year or so laler,

employment under the virgin Queen, and they were eager Lo soek | possible (o defend themselves against the Indians, who had not:

excitement in the wilds of America,

Bartholomew Gosnold, a man of rank and intelligence, tried
for several yedrs lo Interest capitalists in his proposed venture in
Virginia. Iinally he attracted the attentlon and excited the
interest of Captain John Smith, a man who had seen more ad-
ventures than any other charpeter of his time, and also enlisted
the interest and capital of Edward Maria Wingfeld, merchant;
Rev. Mobert Hunt, & godly
Popham, and Itlchard LUakluyt, the djstinguished compiler of
adventures of mariners—the Clarlk Russell of his Ume. These
men formed the company to send out the expedition, and finally
sueceeded in starting for the western world one hundred and five
men on board the Godspeed, the Susan Constant and the Dis-
covery, 'The largest of the vessels was only of 100 tons burden,
next 'In size was 40 tons, and the smallest In which these hardy
gpirlts braved the perils of the deep was o mere pinnace of probi-
bly 10 tons,

JUST THREKE HUNDRED YEARS AGLD.

The voyvage was not fraught with much of interest until the
Wesl Indies had been passed, when heavy weather was encouns
terad, and when the coast of Virginia did not show up, Captain
Rateliffe, in command of the pinnace, declaved his intention of
turning bacl, thus early {n the history of the enterprise indicating

wosplrit whieh afterwards gave so much  trouble.  DBefore the
athers hacl settled with him o storm cawe up anid drova thaem
to the westward, and on the morning of the 26th of April, 1607,
whon light came, the mariners encountered the coast lying

boetween what is now Capa Henry and Virginia Beach,

It was buf nutural that some of the party should wish Lo go
ashore, and thivty men lamded near the site of the present light-
house on Cape Henry, which was thus naumed on that day,  Bul
the andventurous pavty did ot lnger long. "They were attacked
by Indinns, and two of the whites were severely wounded. 1L
{8 a malter of regret that the management ol the exposition, or
some cuterprising concessionalre, has not arvanged to present a
gorios of moving pletures designed to glve a lifellke reproduction
of thal foot-race bnel to the beats, probably the Hrst pthletic

| event partleipated in by white men on (his conlinent.

aft |

The exeeedingly pacitic characfor |

|

It was in commemaoration of this landing at Cape Henvy [hit
the date of the opentngz of the Jamestown Bxposition wis fixed for
the 26th of April.

The party entered the capes, naming the one o the norih
Cape Choerles, lu honor of the Prince of Wales, and proceedod
lelsurely up the bay. It is known they went ashore nf what is
wow Ol Point, and It is not improbable that some of them landed
on the oilier slde of Hampton Roads, the site of the exposition
openeill yesterday,  Eyidently the topography of the countey did
not commend ftsell Lo e leaders of the expoedition, who o
learned that it would be necessary to locate whers iU would La

man in poor health, and Sir John |

Deen jn the least cordial in theip reception thus far,
purty londed at Old Point they opened the box in which were the
papers nnming the council to rule the colony.
was composed of DBartholomew Gosnold, John
Marvin WingHeld, Ohristophier Newport, John Ratelife, John Martin
and George Kendall,

THE FOUNDING O
The parly proceeded up the James,
landed on a peninsuln, since become,

JAMESTOWN,

L]11'ul11411 the eroslon of the

water, an I[sland, and thus founded the city of Jamestown and
Hunt, Wingfield '
and he proceeded in' tha'

thae Colony of Virginia, After prayver by Rev. Mr.
wus chosen president of the Coundcll,
good Amerlean way to malke o speech, thanking his comrades for

the honor conferred upon him. Since that was ‘the first speech

‘When tha .

The ruling conneil
Smith, Bdward

and, on tha 13th of May,

made on Americnn soil by nman elected to office, it is unfortunata

that not even a fragment of it 1s preserved, as there is no

means of knowing how far successful candidates of to-day have

departed from the early model given them by Ldward Wingfeld.

The 'seven members of the Council went to work at once ta'

build a fort, and the vest of the party procesded to cut down tha
troes to give o space in which to plteh the tents. In a day or
two Indinns appeared, and ag they were entirely peaceable, ‘the
Englishmen received them kindly.

Richmond people, and Virglolans generally, may regard {t ag
significant that Newport and Smith were not long at Jamestown
before they made np & party of twenty and started for Richmond,
going by boat. John Smith has left this account of the city of
Powhatan, at tha falls ol tho Powhatan, which the English
named the James jn honor of the English King:

SPowhatan is n'town of some Lwelve houses, seated pleas-
antly on o hill, before it three fertile isles, about’'it many of
thelr corntields.  The place is very pleagant and strong by

nature, ©Of this place the Prince is called Powhatan, & his
people Powhatansg.  To this place the river 13 navigable:
put higher within o myle, by reason of the Rocks and Isles,
fhere 18 not pa + for o small boat,  Phis they call the
Falls,  The people in all paris kindly Intreated them (ona)
tiil belne returned swithin twenty miles of Inmestown, they
rave dusk cnusa of jealonsies; but had not God blessed the
dlseoverinsg otherwlse thate ot the Fort there had been an
e of that plantation.''

For while Smith and Newport and thelr party wera away tha
fort at Jamestown wias attacked by the Indlans, and seventeen of
the white men wera woundod and a boy slain, It is probabig

that the whites retreated to the boats ag fast as possible, for tha)

suvs n Yeross-barre” fired from the ship frightened tha
ran away.  Wingfield had besn opposed

historinn
Indiang so badly' they

to mounting tho artilery at the fort for soma reason, buk ha

Jlontinued on Second ago),
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